Rotavirus vaccines win global recommendation
The World Health Organization (WHO) has recommended that health authorities in all nations routinely vaccinate young children against rotavirus, which causes 2 million hospitalizations and 500,000 deaths from severe diarrhoeal dehydration every year.
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German science secures historic windfall
German universities and research organizations will receive an €18-billion (US$25-billion) windfall over the next decade, after Chancellor Angela Merkel and the prime ministers of the country's 16 states agreed on 4 June to finance the package.
In April, the weak economy had made some states waver in their intention to contribute to the proposed programmes, and Peer Steinbrück, Germany's finance minister, had suggested that a final decision might need to be postponed until after September's federal parliamentary elections.
The funding extends three initiativesintended to strengthen research budgets, encourage university competition and prepare for a rise in student numbers - University system, which mainly provides undergraduate degrees, anticipates that at least $580 million will be sliced from its $2.7-billion state award.
University of California executives met on 3 June to discuss how they would cope with the cuts in preparation for what is expected to be a turbulent summer. The budgetary axe began taking its toll after voters in last month's state-wide election rejected a series of proposals designed to ease California's deficit. 
